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Host a Fundraiser
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Thank you so much for your interest in supporting Crossroads Rhode Island by hosting your own fundraiser! In this FAQ you’ll learn about Crossroads and how you can make a difference in the lives of our neighbors who are facing homelessness.
What is Host a Fundraiser? Individuals, businesses, or groups can put on their very own fundraiser to benefit Crossroads’ mission and clients. Acting independently, and with Crossroads’ approval, your fundraiser can generate funds for and create awareness about Crossroads and the thousands of families and individuals we serve each year across Rhode Island.
What are some ideas? 
· Fitness challenges
· Workplace competitions, dress down days, holiday parties
· Birthdays for a cause
· School events
· Dinner & auction
· And more -- get creative!
How do I get started? Read through our one-page Host a Fundraiser Guidelines to educate yourself on our policies, and fill out our quick application form. Once we’ve given you the green light, we’ll send you our logo to help you start raising money on Crossroads’ behalf.
How should I advertise my fundraiser? Once approved, you can start spreading the word immediately by email, social media, printed materials, and word of mouth. We’ll help you think through your idea, and then you’re off to the races! 
What is Crossroads? Founded in 1894, Crossroads Rhode Island is the leading provider of housing and homeless services in Rhode Island. 
What does Crossroads do? The mission of Crossroads Rhode Island is to help homeless or at-risk individuals and families secure stable homes. Those we serve achieve this by engaging in our range of services including: housing, basic needs, shelter, case management, referrals, and education & employment services. We provide people experiencing homelessness with appropriate housing and housing-related supports to help them achieve self-sufficiency and effectively end their homelessness for good.

[bookmark: _GoBack]What is an example of fundraised dollars at work? $500 can provide things like nutritious meals for families staying in emergency shelter. $1,500 can provide much-needed supplies such as 100 uniforms for people in the certified nursing assistant (CNA) program – a full year’s supply for every student. $3,00 can help Crossroads fulfill its mission, like moving a homeless family out of the shelter and into long-term housing. 

What kind of support can I expect from Crossroads? 
· A designated staff member to contact if you need a little assistance along the way. 
· A giving platform to help receive donations. 
· A Letter of Support to legitimize your fundraiser. 
· An official logo for any printed or digital advertising. 

What kind of responsibility can Crossroads expect from the fundraiser?
· Host a Fundraiser activities should be consistent with Crossroads’ mission and values.  
· Before hosting a fundraiser, we respectfully request that you contact Crossroads Rhode Island. Please submit an application here. We’ll follow up shortly after we receive your completed application.
· Fundraisers are responsible for obtaining all relevant permits, licenses, and insurance coverages.
· If your fundraiser involves raffles, drawings, and other games of chance, you may need to consult federal and state laws governing these activities. If permits and other forms are needed, they will be your responsibility to obtain.
How do funds raised make their way to Crossroads? Funds may be received using Crossroads’ website, Facebook, MobileCause, or GoFundMe (we can help you figure out which giving platform will be most appropriate for your fundraiser). Checks should be made payable to: Crossroads Rhode Island. NOTE: Contributions made to Crossroads through any of the above channels will receive a formal acknowledgement letter and applicable tax receipt.

How can I maximize my fundraising effort? Ask your employer if there is an opportunity for whatever you raise to receive a company match! 
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